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PREFACE 


Gentlemen Querifts ! | 
Or fince you are fo Civil to give us that Title, or others that perhaps We as little deferve, We 
ought by all means to return your Kindnefs. ) Our Book(feller rells us he muft needs have ano- 

ther Pretace, which We think ts very hard, confidering bow much we have told the World already : 
And befides, to deal freely, *tis to Us much eafier to write the Volume than the Preface, becaufe half 
of one 48 fupply’d to our Hands, but all the other muft be pure Invention. However, fomething or other 
We niuft tell you here, tho? perbaps as little to the purpose as fome of your Queftions and our Anfwers — 
And the way We chufe to doit at prefent, fhall be by plain dint of Query — Here’s a few thoufand of 
"em crowding terhat muft needs be all anfwer'd by the next Mercury Queff, 1. How comes it 
that after all your Promifes to the contrary, ,there’s ftill fuch a deal of impertinent Stuff in - 
vour Mercury? Anfw. Han't we fhifted all clear by our late Advertifement, and ( prudently enough 
tho? we fay’t ) difown'd all the Nonfence in’t from the Beginning to the End, and what wou'd you have 
of us — If this won't fatisfie ye, fure nothing will, — Queft.2. Is not all that but a Trick, fince 
we doubt the Nonience is your own, and you can’t do better ?-—— Anfw. Sri the more un- 
confcionable Wretches you then, that wou'd have more of 4 Cat than her Skin, and expeét from us 
that you know we han't in us —- When befides we dare affirm that in all our paft Prefaces, Vo- 
lumes, nay, take in <Advertifements and all, We never yet promtifed to do more than We ave able, 
Queft. 3. Why d’ye ftuff your Paper with fo many cramp Mathematical Queftions? 4. Why 
fo many foolifh Love-Queftions ? 5. Why all thefe.dry Morality and Divinity Queitions ¢ 
6. What’s this Philological ftufffor ? 7. When will ye have done with Arifforle’s old Mump- 
fimus? 8. How long muft we be plagu’d with the Whitmfical Cartefian Worlds and Ele- 
ments? 9. Have we nothing to do think ye but to come to our A’s and &’s agen? for 
fhame leave off this Virtuofo Banter! 10. What a pother is here with your, confounded 
Poetical Paper — four whole Collumes of — eds, and does’s, and Eternal Srernboldifns —. 
II. 12. 13. 14: 1§. 16. Gc. Gc. 1000— Oc. — Why? Why? Why ? What? When,2- 
Which ? How ? Wherefore ? ec. Nay, if there are fo many of you, and allin fuch French 
hafte, you are ene like to flay "till we think fit to apen the Gates t’'ye —— for to deal plainly, Gentle- 
men, We don’t think, we are upon the [quare Wye —-We can’t prefent you above twice a Week with a 
fmall parcel of Impertinencies, moft of *em none of our own, and you think,’tis fair Reprizal to Dum- 
found us with Familiar Epiftles enough to make Paper-Kites for all the Foundlings é Venice, ’rill 
they take Candy fromthe Turks agen: Nay what's worfe, will all be angry if we don’t Print twen=, 
ry Ream a Week to Anfwer ye — and if this be fair, let any Mortal Author judge. —- Nay, We 
know what youll fay, but We can't helpit — You Huff and Cry — Look to thy felf Athens, Weil away 
to Lacedemon, the Jovial, the Lady Afercurians,the Aftrologers, the Fack- Puddings ;if one won't we'll, 
try whether another will Very well ; Adieu Gent. tf you are in fuch hafte , however let's have Even, 
Reckonings fir/t, which as the Sagacity of fome Ancient Hoftefs has admirably well obferu’d, and at 
laft form’d into a Proverb, are extreamly conducing to a true and lafting Friendfhip: Jn Order to 
which, once more We don't care if we tell you that all your Queftions to which We either can give an 
Anfwer, or think,’em worth one, fhall receive st one time or. other, unle{s they. chance to flip behind 
others that are more remarkable: And thisWe?ll do for our own fakes as well-as yours; for look you 
we're fo gruff upon't, ftamp, fume, bite your Nails and Thumbs too if you pleafe, yet We're refolv'a 
tolive frill as Merry and Honeft as We can, to Laugh ae the Il-natur’d, and Pity the Vitious 

Fools, and to remain Well-wifhers and hearty Friends to all Mankind, and more particularly 
Worthy Patrons, 
Moft Noble, moft Learned, moft Fudictous, moft Ingenious — moft — what you pleafe! 
Your Obliged Humble Servants, 


Cre. le Gb. 
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